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TOUR HIGHLIGHTS: 

 The ever-changing landscapes form a dramatic backdrop to the animal life in its mosaic of parks and reserves. 

 Kenya’s well-known highlights include the wildebeest migration on the open plains of the Masai Mara National Reserve, and 

Amboseli National Park’s elephants walking in front of Mt Kilimanjaro, Africa’s highest mountain. 

 Then you might prefer a safari with a difference. Perhaps cycling with wildlife in Hell’s Gate National Park or watching 

animals in the forest from a tree-hotel balcony in the Aberdares.  

 Wherever you go, take a moment to talk with the people. Their stories will make your trip even more memorable. 

 

TRIP FACTS: 

DESTINATIONS ACCOMMODATION NIGHTS MEALS 
Mount Kenya Serena Mountain Lodge 1 Night DBB 

Samburu National Reserve Ashnil Samburu Camp 2 Nights DBB 

Aberdare Naro Moru River Lodge 1 Night DBB 

Nakuru Sarova Lion Hill Game Lodge 1 Nights DBB 

Lake Baringo National Park Baringo Soi Safari Lodge  2 Nights DBB 

Kakamega Forest National Reserve Rondo Retreat Centre 2 Nights DBB 

Kisumu  Imperial Hotel Kisumu 1 Night DBB 

Masai Mara Masai Mara Sopa Lodge 2 Nights DBB 

TOUR DETAILS: 

This 17 days Kenya Wildlife Photography & Birdwatching Safari will take you to Thika, Mt. Kenya, Samburu, Lake Nakuru, Lake Naivasha, 

Lake Baringo, Lake Victoria and Masai Mara. From the world’s biggest bird, the Ostrich, to spectacular flamingos that congregate in their 

millions at the various Lakes of the Great Rift Valley and camouflage them in pink. Guest will Have the opportunity to explore wildlife and 

birds Africa can offer. 
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Lake Naivasha Lake Naivasha Sopa Resort 1 Night DBB 

Nairobi Nairobi Safari Club 2 Nights DBB 

 

ITINERARY (DAY BY DAY): 

DAY 1:   NAIROBI TO MT KENYA 

Morning link up with one of our members of staff in Nairobi for a briefing of your upcoming holiday before the pickup for the drive 

to the Mount Kenya National Park and onto to the Serena Mountain Lodge inside the Park.  Lunch at the Lodge. Enjoy game 

viewing from the privacy of your room balcony as the wildlife visit the floodlit natural salt lick for a fill. Dinner and overnight at 

Serena Mountain Lodge.  

 

Overnight: Serena Mountain Lodge 

Distance: 138 km 

Time: 6h 28min 
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DAY 2:  MT.KENYA - SAMBURU NATIONAL PARK 

Breakfast. Morning drive further North, past the Equator and onto the Samburu Game Reserve. Arrival for lunch at Samburu Ashnil 

Permanent Tented Camp. Afternoon game drive at the Reserve. Return to the Ashnil Samburu Camp for dinner and overnight. Full 

board  

Overnight: Ashnil Samburu Camp 

Distance: 89 km 

Time: 1h 14 min 

 

DAY 3:   HEAD OUT ON A GAME DRIVE AT SAMBURU RESERVE 

After breakfast, you’ll spend most of the day in Samburu National Reserve on the banks of the Ewaso Ng'iro River after leaving 

camp to have as many chances as possible to take wonderful photos while on safari. In the middle of this reserve, the Ewaso Ng'iro 

flows through doum palm groves and thick riverine forests. It provides life-giving water to the game in this arid region–without 

which, the animals could not survive. On the other side of the river is Buffalo Springs National Reserve as well. Overnight at Samburu 

Ashnil Permanent Tented Camp. Full board  

Overnight: Ashnil Samburu Camp 
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DAY 4:  SAMBURU RESERVE- ABERDARES NATIONAL PARK  

Our destination today will be at Aberdares National Park. Depart after breakfast and drive to the lower slopes of the Aberdares 

arriving at Aberdares Country Club in time for lunch. In the afternoon we set off to Ark Lodge, perched in the forest, on the 

mountain slopes of the Aberdares Mountain. The lodge has four viewing decks with balconies and lounges that provide superb 

game viewing from the comfort of your tent. Dinner and overnight at the Naro Moru River Lodge lodge. 

Overnight: Naro Moru River Lodge  

Distance: 223.5 km 

Time: 5 hr 14 min 
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DAY 5: ABERDARES NATIONAL PARK – LAKE NAKURU 

After breakfast, proceed to Lake Nakuru arriving in time for lunch. An afternoon game drive takes us round the Lake; home of the 

famous pink flamingo. Lake Nakuru is truly an ornithologist's paradise. Dinner and overnight at the Lake Nakuru Lodge or Sarova 

Lion Hill. 

Overnight:   Sarova Lion Hill Game Lodge 

Distance: 141.6 km 

Time: 3 hr 53 min 
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DAY 6-7: LAKE NAKURU - LAKE BARINGO  

Our next destination is a fresh-water lake in the north called Lake Baringo. 

Here the combination of a large lake in semi-desert country and the nearby Baringo cliffs provide the perfect habitat for a great 

diversity of bird life. Specialities in this area are Dark Chanting-goshawk, Heuglin’s Courser, Northern White-faced Owl, Greyish 

Eagle-owl, Slender-tailed Nightjar, Jackson’s and Hemprich’s Hornbills, Black-throated Barbet, Red-fronted Warbler, Brown-tailed 

Chat, Somali Tit, Beautiful Sunbird, Bristle-crowned Starling, Golden-backed and Little Weavers, Northern Masked-weaver and 

Northern Red Bishop. Other possibilities in the area include Lanner Falcon, Verreaux’s Eagle, Blue-naped Mousebird, Madagascar 

Bee-eater, Red-fronted Barbet, Northern Crombec, Pygmy Batis, Cardinal Quelea and Eastern Paradise-whydah.  

 

Overnight:   Baringo Soi Safari Lodge  

Distance: 133.8 km 

Time: 2 hr 39 min  
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DAY 8-9: LAKE BARINGO – KAKAMEGA FOREST 

After some final birding around the Lake Baringo area we will depart for the Kakamega Rainforest in the western highlands, en 

route stopping for special interest birds in the Kerio Valley. These may include Black-headed Lapwing, Meyer’s Parrot, White-

crested Turaco, African Black and Horus Swifts, African Pygmy-kingfisher, Double-toothed Barbet, Long-billed Pipit, Silverbird, Brown 

Babbler, White-crested Helmet-shrike, Black-headed Gonolek, Chestnut-crowned Sparrow-weaver and Reichard’s Seedeater. 

Kakamega Rainforest is the eastern most extension of the Congo Rainforest and is without doubt the best birding destination in the 

entire country. 

Many of the species here are found nowhere else in Kenya and the list of possibilities is seemingly endless. Such avian gems as 

White-spotted Flufftail, Great Blue Turaco, Bar-tailed Trogon, Blue-headed Bee-eater, Black-and-white-casqued Hornbill, Grey-

throated, Yellow-spotted and Yellow-billed Barbets, Golden-crowned and Brown-eared Woodpeckers, African Broadbill, 13 species 

of greenbul, Brown-chested Alethe, Banded and White-chinned Prinias, Black-faced Rufous-warbler, Equatorial Akalat, Snowy-

crowned Robin-chat, African Shrike-flycatcher, Chestnut, Jameson’s, Brown-throated and Yellow-bellied Wattle-eyes, African Blue 

Flycatcher, Dusky Tit, Green-throated, Green and Northern Double-collared Sunbirds, Western Black-headed Oriole, Mackinnon’s 

Fiscal, Pink-footed Puffback, Grey-green and Luehder’s Bush-shrikes, Stuhlmann’s Starling, Black-billed and Vieillot’s Weavers, Red-
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headed Malimbe, Red-headed Bluebill, and Black-and-white Mannikin. Rainforest mammals to be expected are: Eastern Black-

and-white Colubus, Gentle and Red-tailed Monkeys and the very active Red-legged Sun-squirrel. 

Overnight: 2 night stay at Rondo Retreat Centre. 

Distance: 232.0 km 

Time: 4 hr 34 min  

 

DAY 10: KAKAMEGA FOREST NATIONAL RESERVE – KISUMU 

Early morning we will depart for Kisumu on the northeastern shore of Lake Victoria where we will search for the specialities of the 

area, some of which are found only in the papyrus swamps surrounding this great lake. Species we are likely to see are African 

Openbill, Abdim’s Stork, Water Thick-knee, Long-toed Lapwing, Eastern Grey Plantain-eater, Blue-headed Coucal, Black-billed 

Barbet, Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird, Greater Swamp-warbler, Swamp Flycatcher, Birds to be Red-chested and Copper Sunbirds, 

Papyrus Gonolek, Slender-billed, Black-headed and Northern Brown-throated Weavers, Black-winged Bishop, Fan-tailed Widowbird 

and Papyrus Canary. 

Overnight: Imperial Hotel Kisumu 

Distance: 54.8 km 
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Time: 1 hr 23 min  

  

DAY 11: KISUMU – MASAI MARA 

At 0700 hours, morning pick up from your guest house in Kisumu to Masai Mara Game Reserve.  You will leave Kisumu City with 

picnic lunch boxes this morning. 

The drive from Kisumu to Masai Mara takes between 4 hours to 6 hours depending on the route and the location of the lodge.  

Picnic lunch on the way. You expect to arrive in time an afternoon game drive in the Mara on your way to the lodge.   

Overnight: Masai Mara Sopa Lodge 

Distance: 219.9 km 

Time: 4 hr 44 min 
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DAY 12: MASAI MARA 

Depart in the morning and drive through fields of wheat with great views of the farms and rolling plains to the Masai Mara National 

Reserve. The reserve is a vast and scenic swath of gently rolling African savannah located in southwest Kenya and bordering the 

Serengeti in Tanzania. It's a famous and unique destination that is home to amazing, diverse wildlife. 

The premier safari location in East Africa, the Masai Mara National Reserve has large numbers of lions, cheetahs, elephants, 

buffalos, wildebeests, and many other types of animals at home in their natural habitat. The reserve has even been voted one of 

the new "Seven Wonders of the World." Filled with flat-topped acacia trees, shrubs, and bushes, you will find plenty to photograph 

here.  

After you arrive in the afternoon, you'll take a walk with the local experienced Masai guide. Then check into your hotel and settle in 

for a restful night.  

Overnight: Masai Mara Sopa Lodge 
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DAY 13: MASAI MARA – LAKE NAIVASHA 

Leaving early we will bird the Acacia woodland in the Siana Springs area of the southern Mara. This area is home to several species 

seen nowhere else in the country. Some of the specialties may include Bare-faced Go-away-bird, Magpie Shrike, Miombo 

Camaroptera, African Penduline-tit, Croaking Cisticola, Red-throated Tit, Red-headed Weaver, Black-throated Canary and 

Golden-breasted Bunting. Mid-morning we will depart for Lake Naivasha traveling through the Great Rift Valley. While en route we 

may come across Egyptian Vulture, Greater Kestrel, Kori Bustard, Grey-rumped Swallow, Schalow’s and Capped Wheatears and 

Red-billed Quelea. An afternoon arrival will allow us to bird the tall Acacia woodland on the beautiful hotel grounds. expected 

here are Gabar Goshawk, Dideric and Black Cuckoos, Barn Owl, Verreaux’s Eagle-owl, White-fronted Bee-eater, Lesser and 

Wahlberg’s Honeyguide, Black-lored Babbler, Amethyst Sunbird, Grey-headed Bush-shrike and Spectacled Weaver. 

Two night stay at the Lake Naivasha Sopa or Resort Lodge 

Overnight: Lake Naivasha Sopa lodge 

Distance: 219.9 km 
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Time: 4 hr 44 min 

 

DAY 15: LAKE NAIVASHA – NAIROBI 

The morning will begin with an exciting boat trip on Lake Naivasha. Specialty birds we will be looking for while out on the lake 

include Pink-backed Pelican, Goliath and Purple Herons, Southern Pochard, African Marsh-harrier, Purple Swamphen, Lesser 

Moorhen, Three-banded Plover and Lesser Swamp-warbler. Mid-morning we will depart for Nairobi, making several birding stops en 

route. Our first destination is the Kinnangop Plateau where we hope to find the endemic Sharpe’s Pipit. This species has been on 

the decline in the last few years, mainly due to habitat loss, but with some luck we’ll be able to locate this very special bird. 

Overnight: Nairobi Safari Club 

Distance: 101.3 km 

Time: 2 hr 12 min 
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DAY 16: NAIROBI 

Next will be the Gatamayu Forest on the Kikuyu Escarpment, an area of middle-elevation forest, which is home to several species 

not yet seen on the tour. The main target birds in this area are Cameroon Scrub-warbler, White-tailed Crested-flycatcher, Placid 

Greenbul, Black-fronted Bush-shrike and the nomadic Abbott’s Starling. Our final birding stop is at the Limuru Pond located just off 

the main highway. A large ridge overlooks the pond and from this vantage point we should be able to locate Madagascar Pond-

heron, Intermediate Egret, White-backed and Maccoa Ducks, White-faced and Fulvous Whistling-ducks, Black Crake and 

Whiskered Tern. 

Overnight: Nairobi Safari Club 
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DAY 17: DEPARTURE  

We will spend our last Day in Kenya birding Nairobi National Park, which lies within the shadows of the large capital city. With 

highland forest, Acacia woodland, rocky escarpments, open grassland, large ponds, and small streams, this park is home to a wide 

variety of birds and mammals. Some of the key species we will search for here are Shelley’s Francolin, Hartlaub’s Bustard, Spotted 

Thick-knee, Yellow-throated Sandgrouse, Singing Cisticola, Banded and Brown Warblers, African Yellow Warbler, Northern Pied 

Babbler, White-breasted White-eye, Long-tailed Fiscal, and White-winged Widowbird. Nairobi National Park is without a doubt the 

best place in Kenya to see the endangered Black Rhino, and we have a very good chance of locating this very impressive species 

together with many of the other mammals we have seen before. 

Return to Nairobi by late afternoon. Transfer to the airport for a late evening flight. 
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INCLUDE: 

 Qualified professional driver guide 

 Vehicle / fuel 

 Park entrance fees as per itinerary 

 Passenger liability 15% 

 VAT 2% tourism levy 

 Airport transfers 

 Accommodation 

 Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner for the Client 

EXCLUDE: 

 Expenses of personal nature 

 Entrance fees not mentioned in the itinerary 

 Meals not mentioned 

 Drinks at lodges and on road 

 Optional excursions and activities 

 Tips for tour guides 

 International flights and airport taxes 

 Items not mentioned in the itinerary 

 Alcohol Drinks 

 

 

 

 

HOW TO BOOK AND HOW TO PAY: 

To reserve this tour, a payment of 30% of the total price must be made at the time of reservation. The balance of 70% can be made 30 days before the departure of your tour. Your 

deposit can either be made through a Bank Transfer, with the addition of a 45 US Dollar fee or by Credit Card which incurs an additional bank charge of 3.5%. 
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